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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CANTOR). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 24, 2011. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ERIC CAN-
TOR to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Rabbi Jeremy Wiederhorn, The Con-
servative Synagogue, Westport, Con-
necticut, offered the following prayer: 

Dear God, source of all strength, 
compassion, and peace: 

We know that our time on this Earth 
is preciously short, so please: 

Open our eyes to the beauty of the 
world around us. 

Remind us that each person we en-
counter is created in Your image. 

Provide us with the integrity, wis-
dom, and patience to listen to those 
with whom we do not agree and learn 
from those whom we might otherwise 
not hear. 

Protect the courageous men and 
women who put their lives in danger 
each day so that our children can live 
safely and without fear. 

Comfort us today as we mourn with 
the people of Missouri following the 
tragic loss of life brought upon by the 
devastating forces of nature. 

And, finally, bless our leaders and ad-
visers—including the dedicated men 
and women of this United States Con-
gress, who assiduously seek to protect 
our sacred democratic values at home 
and abroad. And may You grant them 
the vision to look ahead to our future, 

without forgetting the lessons of our 
past. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING RABBI JEREMY 
WIEDERHORN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. HIMES) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HIMES. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
It is a thrill and an honor this morn-

ing on this propitious day in which a 
joint session of the United States Con-
gress will be addressed by Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu of Israel to introduce 
and welcome our guest chaplain of the 
day, Rabbi Jeremy Wiederhorn. Rabbi 
Wiederhorn is a friend, he is the spir-
itual leader of The Conservative Syna-
gogue of Westport, and has been so 
since 2008. Prior to doing that, he gave 
service in Henderson, Nevada, for 8 
years. He is a leader in the community 
and in his synagogue. He is also true to 
the ministry dictated by his and so 
many of our faiths, including, over 

time, having led and mobilized his 
community to send an emergency mis-
sion to Israel in response to the missile 
strikes from Hamas in Gaza. 

It is a real honor. I know Rabbi 
Wiederhorn has served as an important 
leader in Westport and throughout 
Fairfield County. He has served as a 
friend to me. I would say that in addi-
tion to his spiritual guidance, he intro-
duced me to cholent, which for this 
Presbyterian was a new experience. I 
think I thank him for introducing me 
to that part of his history and culture, 
if not exactly for the culinary experi-
ence. 

Welcome, Rabbi Wiederhorn. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After 
consultation among the Speaker and 
the majority and minority leaders, and 
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses 
meet in joint meeting to hear an ad-
dress by His Excellency Binyamin 
Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel, 
only the doors immediately opposite 
the Speaker and those immediately to 
his left and right will be open. 

No one will be allowed on the floor of 
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to 
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege 
of the floor must be strictly enforced. 
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of 
all Members is requested. 

The practice of reserving seats prior 
to the joint meeting by placard will 
not be allowed. Members may reserve 
their seats by physical presence only 
following the security sweep of the 
Chamber. 
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